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A fine picture of Father and the family, taken in the early 1900’s. The 
machine is thought to be a NUT or JESMOND. Note the unusual 
right-hand sidecar, trumpet horn, and the generator for the acetylene 
lamps on the side of the forks. 


COVER PICTURE—C. S. Staniland carries out adjustments to his 
REX-ACME machine at Brooklands prior to the start of the 1930 
racing season. The famous rider/tuner, J. S. Worters (right) Staniland’s 
entrant, supervises the operation. In the background can be seen the 
famous Brooklands tuning sheds. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The following pages are but a brief insight into the development 
of the motor-cycle from the early days up to World War II. With 
a book of this size, it has not been possible to include all the 
machines and personalities of this period. However, I hope I have 
manged to provide a fair representation of what to many was “ The 
Golden Era” of motorcycling. Whilst every effort has been made 
to ensure that the facts are correct, I hope I will be forgiven for 
any errors which may have been included. 


This enlarged and revised edition has been made possible by the 
enthusiastic reception of our first effort, copies of which have been 
sent to many parts cf the world. It is gratifying to know of the 
immense interest in our movement which augurs well for the future. 


I have greatly enjoyed preparing this little book, and hope that 
it will give as much pleasure to those who read it. 
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1 One of the earliest machines, 
the 1898 WERNER, with 116 c.c. 
engine mounted on the front forks 
and driving the front wheel. It has 
been said that this was one of the 
first practical light motorcycles ever 
made. 





2 This 1901 JOHNSON was made at Scunthorpe and utilised a 13 H.-P. 
Minerva engine mounted in what was to become the more conventional 


position. 
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3 A 1903 ARIEL, looking even more like a motorbicycle with it’s 
sprung forks. This machine was ridden from Lands End to John O’ 


Groats in 1954, to commemorate fifty years after the record breaking 
run by a similar machine. 





4 This is Tom Silver with his 1903 QUADRANT. In June 1903. 
Silver rode Lands End to John O’ Groats in just over 64 hours. 





5 The 1904 FEE, the first horizontally opposed twin cylinder engine. 
Built by J. Barter of Bristol and later to become the DOUGLAS. 


6 Harold ‘Oily’ Karslake with the 
famous 1902 DREADNOUGHI. 
In this picture, he had brought the 
machine out of retirement to ride 
in the 1927 London-Edinburgh 
Trial and amazed everybody by 


gaining a Silver Medal in the pro- 
cess. 
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7 Pictured in the paddock at Brooklands is S. T. Tessier astride one of 
his B.A.T. machines. 


8 The Belgian built MIN- 
ERVA of 1909. One of the 
better machines of the period. 
This particular machine is 
still used for continental 
journeys. 








9 A rider carries out adjustments to his 1909 P & M ina recent Pioneer 
Run. The P & M, or as it was to become later known, the PANTHER, 


pioneered the sloping engine layout which was to remain for many years. 





10 A neatly restored HUMBER of 1910, with a 200 c.c. sidevalve 
engine. Humber was one of the first and largest motorcycle manu- 


facturers in England in those days. 
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11 A TRUMP/JAP of 1910 with a 1000 c.c. vee-twin engine. This 
Brooklands bred monster is capable of well over 60 m.p.h. although 
it is possible to ‘‘ paddle off ’’ with the exhaust lifter raised to start the 


engine. 





12 Competitors leaving Banbury during the Auto Cycle Union 
Quarterly Trial in 1910. Even now these type of machines can still be 
seen at Banbury for it is the scene of the V.M.C.C.’s major road event 


every year. 
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14 S.L. Bailey with the 1912 Junior T.T. DOUGLAS. Bailey retired in 
the race although Douglas finished Ist and 2nd. 
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15 First of a long line, the first production SUNBEAM, the 1912 23 
H.P. model with the famous oil-bath chaincases and priced at 60 
guineas. 
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16 An American functional racing machine, the 1912 JEFFERSON 
with vee-twin engine and unusual sprung forks. 





17 The team of 1913 4 H.P. BRADBURYS, ridden by Stuart-White, 
Haswell & Tattersall, which won the Haggis Shield for Bradford-London 
and back in 24 hours. 











18 Charlie Collier, winner of the first T.T. in 1907, seen here at 
Brooklands in 1910 with his MATCHLESS big twin. 
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2@ Another Brooklands picture, this time of an 8 H.P. CORAH with 
vee-twin JAP engine. The rider is one of the Hunter brothers, and the 
date 1912. The Members Banking is just visible in the background. 


(Left) 


19 A. Moorhouse with the 1912 INDIAN at Brooklands. Note the 
leaf sprung front forks and the riders jersey. 
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22 George Brough at Brooklands in 1913 with his BROUGH. The 
shield placed over the crankcase was to prevent prying eyes, quite a 
usual Brooklands dodge. 





23. The 1914 TRIUMPH T.T. team awaiting the key for their machines 
to be locked away for the night. The rider marked is Maurice Clayton 


of Selsey who finished in 27th place. 





24 Muriel Hind, one of the first lady motorcyclists, with her REX 
machine. A capable mechanic, she could mend punctures and take up a 
slack belt as good as anyone. Ata hill climb, in 1910, she was offered 
a ride on another competitor’s machine, a twin Rex, which had been the 
fastest in it’s class, and proceeded to beat this time by 24 seconds! 





25 Stark and functional, the 1914 T.T. TRIUMPH must have been 
the dream of many a young man. 











26 Howard Newman astride the 1914 IVY PRECISION. Note the 
ivy leaf jersey and rear peaked cap. The machine in the background is 
a side valve Norton. 





27 F. E. Baker, the manufacturer of the Precision engines that were 
fitted to a number of vintage machines, with a REGAL PRECISION 
about 1914. This is a fine example of the wickerwork sidecar popular 
in those days. 
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28 This beautifully restored 1915 INDIAN is virtually identical to 
the 1911 T.T. winner ridden by O. C. Godfrey. Moorhouse, see picture 
19, finished 3rd to complete the clean sweep for Indian. 





29 The Model A 4 H.P. vee-twin A.J.S. of 1915/16 with hori- 
zontal fork springs and fully enclosed final drive chain. 
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30 A 1915 SUNBEAM, compare with picture 15, this is a 34 HP. 
model with the more familiar all black finish. Originally, the tank 
colours were green with large silver panel, but in 1913, an alternative all 


black finish was offered. This soon caught on and the green tank 
was dropped. 





31 George Reed, who started motorcycling in 1902 and won 6 
successive Gold Medals in London-Edinburgh Trials, with his 1919 2 


speed SCOTT, This picture was taken when he was 86 years old and 
still riding. 
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34 Another rarity is this 1924 SEAL family threewheeler with vee- 
twin JAP engine. It resembled a motorcycle and sidecar, but was 
driven from the sidecar, thus attempting to combine the best of both 


motorcycle and car. Unfortunately, production of these novel machines 
ceased in 1924. 


(Top Left) 


32 This 1919 RANSOME SIMS & JEFFERIES was unusual in as 
much as it was electric powered... 


(Bottom Left) 


33... whilst this machine, built by James Sadler in 1929 and utilising 
an INDIAN frame, was powered by a home produced steam engine. 
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36 A rider pushes off the 490 c.c. single speed side valve NORTON 
which finished 11th in the 1920 Senior T.T. ridden by Norman Black. 
In doing so it became the last belt drive machine to ever finish a T.T. 
race. 
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37 The first FRANCIS BARNETT announced in 1920 with side valve 
JAP engine, 293 c.c., 2 speed gearbox and priced at 84 guineas. 
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38 George Dance with his 1921 OHV Sprint SUNBEAM at the 
Thetford Speed Trials. Note the pan saddle and extra wide handlebars. 





39 The 1921 Senior T.T. team of Ricardo TRIUMPHS. The race 
was won by Howard Davies on a 350 c.c. A.J.S. However, a Triumph 


did set the fastest lap although it was a sidevalve model and not a 
Ricardo. 
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40 Tom Sheard won the 1922 Junior T.T. with this A.J.S. at a speed 
of 54.75 m.p.h. and finished over 10 minutes in front of the second man 
G. Grinton also on an A.J.S. 





41 Dan Young with the REX-ACME fitted with a Blackburne engine, 
on which he finished 2nd in the 1921 Lightweight T.T. 
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44 This is Rex Judd, more famous with Norton and Douglas machines, 
testing a T.T. model G.T.P. VELOCETTE at Brooklands in 1922. 


(Top Left) | 


42 This 248 c.c. DIAMOND established a new class record for the 
kilometre flying start at Brooklands in 1921 at a speed of 69.62 m.p.h. 
The rider is Kaye Don, who later on became famous for his motor 
racing exploits. 


(Bottom Left) 


43 Bert le Vack being congratulated by his wife after winning the 
Brooklands 500 Mile Race in 1921. The machine is an INDIAN side 
valve Powerplus Model 994 c.c. His average speed for the 500 miles 
was 70.42 m.p.h. 
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45 What must have been one of the most successful machines raced at 

rooklands, the 1923 BRITISH ANZANI. Designed by Hubert Hagens, 
the 1000 c.c. overhead camshaft vee-twin was of advanced design, and 
Claude Temple, seen here, took the World Flying Start Kilometre record 
in 1923 at 108 m.p.h. In September 1925 he became the first ever to 
cover 100 miles in the hour, and in 1926 he raised the Flying Start 
Kilo record to 121 m.p.h. as well as taking the sidecar record at 


104 m.p.h. 


Even as late as 1933, this machine was still being used at Brooklands, 
and gained Noel Pope’s first Gold Star at 105.29 m.p.h. 
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46 Ihe immortal longstroke SUNBEAM of 1923, resplendent here in 
racing trim with straight through exhaust pipe. 
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47 Rex Judd, this time on a 1923 DOUGLAS, 494 c.c. overhead valve 
machine. On this occasion, he had just completed a 5 miles flying start, 


at Brooklands, at a speed of just over 93 m.p.h. Later versions of these 
machines had the gearbox mounted above the engine. 





48 A 1923 WARRIOR, 249 c.c. List price £33 15s. 0d. A Warrior at 
one time held the record for London-Edinburgh, 435 miles in 194 hours, 
claiming not a single adjustment made en route. 





49 A model for the Ladies. The open frame ROYAL ENFIELD 


with two-stroke engine and expanding clutch type gear cost £36 in 1925. 
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50 This BEARDMORE PRECISION of about 1925 is interesting. 
The normal machines had cantilever suspension front and rear, but 
girder forks replaced the front suspension on some later models. How- 
ever, the cantilever rear suspension remained. ‘There had been some 
trouble with the suspension on the T.T. models and whether this machine 
was planned to replace these is not known. Note the external contract- 
ing brakes. 





51 A 1925 INDIAN Scout, 596 c.c., side valve vee-twin engine, 
and a favourite with the Wall of Death riders. 





532 Another American machine the PIERCE ARROW which was 
made by The Pierce Cycle Co. Buffalo, New York. Unusual are the 
large diameter frame tubes which also serve as Petrol and Oil Tanks. 
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53. A neat machine from the famous cycle manufacturer, The 1925 
23 H.P. RALEIGH. 


Oe 
DD oe 





> 





54 A powerful machine with fine lines, this 1926 ZENITH with 
980 c.c. O.H.V. JAP engine, was successful at Brooklands from 1926— 
1928. When used at the track, the machine would have been fitted with 


the famous “ Brooklands Cans” as silencing had been compulsory since 
924. 





5 Dougal Marchant with his 350 c.c. CHATER LEA at Brooklands 
in 1926. The face cam engine was designed by Marchant, and this 
machine must have been the most successful 350 c.c. racing and record 
breaking machine at Brooklands in 1926. The machine was normally 
used in solo form. 
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38 The JAMES team for the 1927 International Six Days Trial. 
Ridden by Snell, Kershaw, and Boyd-Harvey, who all gained Gold 


Medals, they tied with B.S.A. and Triumph for the 500 c.c. Manu- 
facturers Team Prize. 





59 The 1927 “ Big Port” A.J.S. which filled the need of many sports 
men during the twenties. The cylinder head was held on by a large 
U-shaped strap screwed into the crankcase and can be seen between the 
push rods. 
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60 COTTONS arriving in the ILO.M. for the 1927 T.T. These machines were 
fitted with the unsuccessful overhead camshaft Blackburne engines which proved 
to be very tall and, as can be seen here, the traditional Cotton straight tube frame 


had to be cranked to allow the cylinder head to poke through. 


SV Fa 3 
FNS *, 61 The overhead camshaft A.J.S. 


Reel Sa  \ eee i SC eerngine of 1927. Designed by Phil 

2 | Walker, the camshaft was driven 
by chain automatically kept in 
correct tension, and housed in this 
elegant aluminium casing. This 
feature was also included on the 
famous 7R “ Boy Racer” of later 
years many of which are still racing 
today. 





Are you 
a Leader? 


Do you want to be sure 
that the motor bicycle 
you choose for 1927 is 
the leader ? 

You want to spend your 
money wisely—to choose 
a popular machine of 
acknowledged value. 
Then choose a B.S.A., 
with internal expanding 
brakes, improved lubri- 
cation system, lower 
riding position, etc., and 
an unequalled reputation 
for consistent reliability. 


Lead the way trom 
on aBSA £36 .10s. 


Fourteen models from 2.49 h.p. to 9.86 h.p. 


BSA Motor Bicycles 


Come and see them or write for catalogue. 










62 The 1927 B.S.A. Advertisement. 
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64 Tim Hunt, the famous Norton rider, with the 1928 four-stroke 
LEVIS which he rode in the Amateur T.T. (350 c.c. class) of that year. 


ote the ‘‘ flappers ” in the background. 





65 The 1925 FRANCIS BARNETT Pullman. The in-line Villiers 
two-stroke twin engine of 344 c.c. was shortlived and dropped from the 


range in 1929. 
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66 In 1928, Speedway came to Britain. Based on an idea originally 
conceived in Australia a number of Australian riders came over for the 
early races. Here is “ Wizard” Frank Arthur, Big Port A.J.S., Dickie 
Smythe, HARLEY-DAVIDSON “ Peashocter ’’, and Hillary Buchanan, 


Big Port A.J.S. Note the ultra short exhaust pipes favoured in the early 
days. 








67 The first meeting at Kings Oak, High Beech, Essex, attracted an 


estimated 30,000 people. Here we see mechanics working on a “dirt ” 
B.S.A. at Kings Oak in 1928. 
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68 Another O.H.V. DOUGLAS, this one a 1928 SW5 model beauti- 
fully rebuilt and sprinting in 1966. 


69 The P & M T.T. Panther of 1928 and still with sloping engine. It 
was fitted with a 4-speed gearbox and cost £85. 
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71 Ernie Nott, at Brook- 
lands with his 1929 500 c.c. 
RUDGE. In 1928 Nott be- 
came the first rider to cover 
200 miles in 2 hours, with just 
17 seconds to spare! 








Trssvegyesy 


33 +, fieos) 


HF, 





another delectable machine 
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75 First of a long line, the famous CSI “Cammy” NORTON of 
1928 with its tall engine and long wheelbase. 


76 Worshipped by many, the 2-speed SCOTT. This is one of the later 
models, the 1930 Sports Squirrel, perhaps less familiar without the 


‘* biscuit tin’ tank. 
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78 A remarkable model of a 1928 SUNBEAM. This award winning 
model was made by V.M.C.C. member Jim Gough and is an exact 
replica of the machine he owns. The whole job took over 350 hours 
to complete and all the parts were home-made, even down to the chains 
and the Bowden cables. 
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79 Engine close-up shows how difficult it is to tell the model from the 
original. All parts have been faithfully copied, the valves work and the 
engine has even been running under its own power! 
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$1 Another neat and stylish machine is this sporting GRINDLAY PEERLESS 
of 1930. 
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83 The Freddie Dixon designed side valve twin DOUGLAS of 1930. 





84 A NORTON Speedway machine of 1930, powered by a push-rod 
engine which apparently needs 8 creep bolts per wheel to transmit the 
power. The handling left much to be desired, and the machine soon 
gained a reputation of being a “ camel ”’. 





85 A Swedish racing machine of 1933, the vee-twin 500 c.c. 
HUSQVARNA. These machines were ridden in the 1934 T.T. by such 
famous riders as Ernie Nott and Stanley Woods. Both retired although 
Woods set fastest lap. | 
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87. Winkler record breaking on the Frankfurt-Darmstatd Autobahn 
with a water-cooled 175 c.c. D.K.W. in 1937. Note the efforts at 
streamlining including the faired helmet. 
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88 Eric Fernihough demonstrates his BROUGH SUPERIOR at 
Crystal Palace in 1937, the year he raised the World Motorcycle Speed 
Record to 169.80 m.p.h. 
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89 Stanley Woods and Ginger Wood with the EXCELSIOR Manxman 
in the paddock at Donington in 1938. 
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90 One of the classic racing motorcycles of all time, the KTT VELO- 
CETTE. Eric Oliver passes through Ramsey during the 1939 Junior T.T. 


If you would like further copies of this book (5/6 incl. 
postage and packing) or details of the V.M.C.C., Please 
write to: — 

THE NATIONAL SECRETARY, 

VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE CLUB, 

28 GLOVER ROAD, 

PINNER, 


MIDDLESEX. 





ILLUSTRATION 77. 
Answer: The RUDGE won, but the Whippet was a close second! 
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